
FURS.
Where They Come From and

Eow They Are Obtained.

The Rifle, Tiflp and Canoe of
the North.

LIGHTS AND SHADOWS OF TRAPPER LIFE.

Fokt Gahry, Manitoba, Pec. 1, 1870.
The general stagnation of aflairs here affords

an opportunity to give the Herald's readers
some account ol the {treat fur trade of ItritlMh.

America, Its extent, ow»nlzallon, hardships and
romance. There is 110 Held more Inviting to writers
of adventure tluii the Northwest, and tite exciting
narratives of bold hunters wh<» have penetrated the

Jnuglcs of A«da arid Afri a ire tame compired wi n

the records of the trapp r's me in the Aroiic regions,
where suffering a:rl death must be continually con¬

fronts! in the rigors or climate, scarcity of food,
ferocity of half starved animals, arm the cupidity
ana treach'ry of ^aviures. It must not tie in¬

ferred, however, that the rur-seeker's occu-

pation Is wholly severe and gloomy. No
picture presents more striking contrasts of
sunshine and shallow than the career of the trapper,
whose lon£ winters arc enlivened with thrilling
sitort in swilt dug trains and on snow slnies, the
cha.e of t!ie elk ;:nd moose, and good cheer around
the Mazing hearths of the trading posts, and whose
summers, brief as they may be, are full of the beauty
of northern scenery, with its birch and ash ami llr
tree lollage and musical with the song of paddlers
In the light canoe. The furs composing the rich
robes of fashion are carefully assorted and matched
onto! Immense numbers of skius collected from all
ijuarte s, an ! the fair wearer of a costly set, conld
the uui .vvl ii< liihtery, would be thrilled by stories
oi romance -uoh as no printed page can

give. I «*t '.i r in fancy unweave the story
o; (M*r sua* in irti'u set, for Instance. There will be {
six or e ven «<«.¦ in it. One has backed In the sua

among th- r.<tK< - of tlie Rocky Mountains, been

trapped on soiue birch-fringed torrent by Indians,
huug upon He* wigwam of some savage camp, been
carried by j oules through a sea of prairie blossoms,
whisned in a canoe down through the foam and
eddies of sotn.' rushing river, and finally been pur¬
chased by an adventurous trader for ammunition or

a blanket. Another hu.s sported on the shores of
the Yukou river. In Alaska, watched the Russian
journey past, been caught by a stramre and warlike
tribe, come In dog trains across tho frozen wilder¬
ness to Mackenzie's river, and there Joining Its kin¬
dred from the distant Arctic sea. come by Great
Slave, Athabaska and Winnipeg lakes to summer
and civilization. They come from districts separ¬
ated by thousands ol miles and distinguished by
widely different characteristics of country and tribe
to make up a sinirie set, and snow drifts and bios-
soins, perils and pleasure, hardsUip, starvation,
plenty, wailing and song ara woven together lu ail
their vaaed history. |

TWO HUNDRED TEAKS
have elapsed «moe the vast fur producing regions of
America were formally opened to Hie world.
Northern Europe and Asia wore then the only
¦ources of fur, aud among the first discoveries Into j
the boundless wealth of this Continent was the wide
field of lur traffic now conducted upon so stupendous
& scale. In 1070 a number of English capitalists
obtained from King Charles II. a royal charter
granting to "the Governor and Company of Adven¬
turers of England trading to Hudson Bay"
exclusive Jurisdiction over all territory
adjoining Hudson Kay "not already actu¬
ally possessed by or granted to any
of our subjects, or possessed by the subjects of any
other ChrLtlan prince or Siate." At this time nearly
all of America was unexplored, an. I the knowledge
of the fur regions was confined to a small area In
and north of Canada. Prev ous to 1(570 individual
fur tra lers had been penetrating tae wilderne&t,
but nothing had been done within Hudson Bay \a
the way of talcing any actua; possession of the terrt.
tory granted. The bay had bocn discovered, several
¦hips from time to time had catered It, aud pro¬
bably some Interchange of commodities with the
Indians had tak-n place while the vessels re¬

mained within the straits; but nothing what-
ever was known of the Interior. Charles the
Second claimed.for it was no more than

a claim.all the territory which the discovery of tne
¦traits aud bay could confer on the British crown,
The Frcnch crown In like manner had claimed by
reason of their actual settlement of Canada ar.a of
their progressive discoveries and trade, not only all
the Western territory, but even the buy of the North
and thence to the Pole; but neither French nor Eng- j
llsh had in 1670 penetrated within many hundred
miles of the Red river. It would be too tedious to
enter into even an abbreviated account of the
long and bloody contests which tooK place be-
tween the English and French traders lor sn-

premacy In the fur r gions, nor Is It. neces-

sary to give here a history of the protracted
diplomatic correspondence, the numerous treaties
and learned opin.ons which transpired between
France and England on the subject of boundary
Hues in America, whose final indefinite settlement
has led to so much discussion of late regarding the
validity of the Hu ison Bay Company's title recently
sold to tbe Dominion ol Canada. Such events are
referred to only in Illustration of the peculiar cir-
cums'-auces surrounding the establishment ol the
fit r trade In Amenta, and, In pnrsmnir the subject,
attention will be confined to the actual traaic Itself.

THE HUDSON BAY COMI'ASY
at first limited settlement* to the shores of James'
Bay and the Churchill and Hayes rivers. Herley
House, about l r>o miles up the Ashbury river, was j
not erected until 1740, and some time afterwards
the company erected Fort Nelson, some 5130 miles
from the mouth or Churchill river, aud also the fort
at Spilt lake, 140 miles from Nelson river. For more
than a century after tne date of the charter these
forts, with a few on or near the shores of Hudson
Bay, were tae only posts of the Hudson Uav Com-
pany, and in 1«K#, all of Uietn, excepting
Fort Albany, had been taken by the French.
Tae treaty of Utrecht restored "the whole
Bay and Straits of HiuIhoii" to the company,
and ever since tnat period it has exercised jurlsd!'1-
Mon, first over all the territory drained by the waters

emptying Into Hudson's Bay, aud Ister, a* expiora-
Uous progressed, over all the British possessions
north and west of the Canada boundary line, and
finally extending lis fur trade into Canada, tbe
United States, Alaska and the sandwich Islands.
Before proceeding with a description of the or- j

(animation and operations of the Hudson Bay
Company let us glance at two other
companies, which conducted the fur traillc
to a considerable extent in the Northwest, and
wnich Anally became absorbed by the Hudson Hay
Company. In 1*87 the Northwest Company was
formed at Montreal, and established an immense
trade in the l.ritish possessions, operating prlncl- j
pally In what Is termed the Norttiwust Territory.
Another enterprise of peculiar Interest to Americans
was started in 18"0, by Mr. William B. Astor, of New
York, and was called the American Fur Company.
Bnt its care.' r was very brief, and was signali/.ed
only by the dL aster of j

the astor expedition.

Washington Irving, in his ftguinatnig '¦ vatoria,"
aud Alexander ltos3, hi his'eiiuaiiy intending nu'-
rative of "Adventures on the Colombia River," jpve
thrilling histories of that undertaking which re.i
like the pages of romance. Soou after Mr. Astor's
arrival In Now York from Germany, his native land, j
he commenced, in 1784, his conitn> rcial care r in the
traffic of fuis. in this business he matte frequent
visits to Canada, purchasing furs jn that country
and shipping them thence to the Loudon imrket, aud
It Is supposed that at this period his buoyant and
aspiring iu;nd conceived tne vast pro/ ct of grasping
in iiw own hands at some future any the Whole ur
trade o/ North America. The valuable fur and peltries
scattered in former days over the extensive forests,
lakes aud rivers of the Canadas, like the ri< ii minos
of i'</iusi aud Mexico, invited many adventurers,
i'he Ft each, previous to the establishment of the
Hudson Bay Company, bad carried on an irregular
but lucrative tra flic- in Canadian turn, and i he
Northwest Company was under lull head wty in the
distant North and West. Next on Hie Uieatre of
action hud appeared the Ma< kisd < omiany, wcieh

swept fbe warm regions of thi Booth an the two
others <]id the wintry North; Dut Mr. Astor limltng
(he operation* of ttie latter company somewhat In
his way ho bought It out, and In 1811 added its tcrrw
toria1 resources to tboae of the American Fur Com¬
pany, and styled the uew body corporate the South¬
west company.
Mr. Astor now saw himself at the head of all the

fur trade or tlie Bouth, and hut intention was to
penetrate through the barriers ot the Northern com¬
pany, no as eventually to come iuto possession of all
tlie iur trade cast of the Hooky Mountains. With
this plan befoo him he turned tils views r.o the trade
on the coast of the Pacific. In this quarter the Rus¬
sians ulone had regular trading osts, and
their capital was limited and tlieift hunting
grounds were eonflued to the sea co st
and the Islands adjacent to their establishments.
American coasting vessels also visited that quarter,
and conveved furs to Cninu, wlucu, with the return
cargocs, yielded an average clear gain of one thou¬
sand per cent annually. The comprehensive intel¬
lect ot Mr. Astor perceived that If soch limited and
desultory traffic produced such profits, a well regu-
lai ¦(! trade, supported by capital, might yield raou-
lous w> aitli, and he at once commenced opening
a new br«n< h of the fur trade on the Pacific, utider
the appellation of tlio "Pacific Fur Company," the
ifrand central depot of wiiich was lo be at tho
mouth of the Columbia river. By this means he
contemplated carrying off tnefnrs of all t he countries
we t of the Rocky Mountains; and at the same
lime forming a chain ot trailing posts across tho
Coatjnent, iroin the Atlantic to the Pacific, along
the Missouri. This grand commercial scheme gave
much satisfaction to the American people, who saw
that all t no rlcn cargoes of itirs and peltries thus to
be collected annually over the vast expanse were to
be shipped in American vessels to China, then to be
exchanged for teas, silks and other goodtt, and the
enter; rise became a subject* of national interest and
sympathy. In lsio the Pacific Fur Com¬
pany was formally established with a capi¬
tal ft.rmshed alone by Mr. Astor of $200,0,H),
divided into loo shares of $2,noo each,
and 'villi power to increase the capital to $500,000.
Nearly nil of the gentlemen associated wltn Air.
Astor .n this company had been connected with the
Northwest Company and were men of great expert-
en. In the rur business. The only noteworthy ex¬
ception whs that of Mr. Wilson Price Hunt, of New
Jersey, whose career had been entirely commercial
lu character, and who was made Mr. Aster's repre-
s( itiuive an t chief manager Id the business. Tho
as octation wits formed for a nerlod of twenty
years, with the proviso that, it was to bo
dissolved If it proved uuprolllable after a
trial of Ave years, during which trial
Mr. Astor was to bear all expenses and losses, the
oilier partners giving ouiv their time and labor. Of
the shares Mr. Astor held' fitly, Mr. Hunt live, and
th other partners who were to carry oil the trad'?
with tho lud an- had four shaves each; leaving quite

a number to be subdivided among clerks ami other
employes, who might Join the company as adven¬
turers to take their remuneration out of the gaius at
the expiration of the live years. This plan prevented
any majority of votes being arrayed against Mr.
Astor. as he might appoint proxies to represent him

in sufficient number to exceed the partners' votes.
The expedition was planned to procecd in two

divisions, one across the continent and the other by
vessel around C pe Horn. The former party, under
the charge of Mr. Hunt, left Montreal in July, lslo,
and proceeding in canoes by the way of the great
lakes to the w estern extremity of Lake Superior,
thence down the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers
to St. J.ouls, thence up the Missouri to the RockyMountains, across these and dowu the Columbia
river to the new formed Astoria at its mouth, wlilcli
they reached in January, 1812. The party experi¬
enced terrible hardships on the trip, one of its num¬
ber becoming deranged and drowuiug himself from
hunger and several others perishing by the way.
The ship party left Montreal for New York about tlie
time ol the departure or the land expedition, and
consisted of live partners, live clerks, five mechanics
and fourteen canoe men. Of this number eight of
the most expert voyngeurs proceedeu in a bark
«'.anoe through the states. The appearance or tins
unusual crait in Eastern American waters, with rite
chautlngs or its crew, their feathered caps and pic¬
turesque dress, attracted great attention as the
canoe sped dowu the rivers, and pro¬
duced a grand sensation on its arrival at the
wharves or New York. A challenge was given by
the voyagenrs to the New York boatmen to race with
them, but was not accepteJ, and lu September the
itl-fated Tomiuin, ol SCO tons, and carrying twelve
g' ns, set sail for the mouth of the Columbia river,
with twenty-two persons belonging to tho ship and
thirty-three ottlcers, and employes of the new
Pacific Fur Company. The United Slates frigate
Constitution convoycd the Tonquln clear of the
coast, leavlnsr her at sea, and after touching at Capo
Yard Issands. Falkland Islands, ami Sandwich
Is'ands, the ship reached her desilnailon lu March,
1811, making a cruise of 21,852 miles In about six
months. Immediately upon the ariival of the Tou-
quln at tbe month of tho Columbia a portion of tiu>
expedition was lauded, tne site of Astoria selected,
and a large building crcct d, and in June the ship
started out on a cruise up the coast, with the luteu-
lion of returning and landing the cargo.
She never returned. Several mouths passed aft? r

the period set tor Iter to come back, and discharge
her cargo, and at last an Indian brought In Word
that twenty-four days arter tlie Tonquin left
A-torla she was destroyed with all on board. The
Indians had crowded upon her de"ks in great nam*
bers, and, after stealing a consideral amount, at¬
tacked the officers aud crew, one of whom applied a
torch to tne magazine and blew up every soul on
board. The concluding portion of the Indian's nar¬
rative is graph*® ami Interesting. The Indians had
commenced trading onboard with one of the oill-
cen.Xif iie company named McKay, aud the natra-
tor fayst.
Tue >r .Je went on LrlnWly and at the captala'a own pi IceB.

. ?'n» i le.nn throw the g > »ie received into the canoe*. which
*»re alongside with llii sip aw* III them, but in ¦» doing lliey
managed lo conceal their unlvea about their perjoni. which
co nn. »tancc wu noticed toy oris of the mer. aloft, thru by
myaell'. and wc warned the captain of It, lint he
treated the auggeminna with a imlle of contempt and un
mure .vh aaiu about it. In a moment or two afterward! tho
capta.u bewail to nuxpect ao: nettling , and iViis in tho
aci of callinc Mr. McKay to htm, wnen In one in*t nt thi» In¬
dian* raleod the veil of death, tl.e women In the cai oe*
pushed oil' vu the maaaacre commenced. The aavage*
rushed on tho dclenceleta whites, who were diaperawi all
ovrtr the a!i!p, ami In "ive minutes the vejael was their owu.
McKay waal e Urat man who tell. He abut one Indian, but
wan iimtanUy killed and thrown overboard, and to aud lcn
waa the attrprlae that the captain ha ' acareely time to draw
from hi* po' tet a olaaptnlfe. with w hich he billed two and
wounded aererai, when he tell dead in the. crowd, 'i'ho laat
rnaii I saw a:lve wa* Stephen Week*, the armorer. In the
midst oi the carnane 1 leaped overboard, as din aeveral other
Indiana, and we were ta'ten up by tho women in the
rauoea, who were yelllnz, whooping and crying like
ao inauy flenda about the anlp. Heior I had £0: two "\in-
ahota from the xhlp she blew up in tbe nir with a fearful ex¬
plosion. tilling the whole place with brslcen irai;me \ts and
mutliaied bodiea. Vi eeks must ha»e been the man who blew
up the ahip, and h* that act 17f> in.'iana perished. Tiie dl^aa-
ti-r spread desolation, lamentation an t terror through the
wholo trine. Scarcely anything belonging to the ahip was
saved, and ao terrifying waa the acenc that wh,'ii two ahlpf
paanel there some time afterwsrda none of the IndiauB would
go noa1- them. 1 knew that ilie Tuiiquin belonged to tan
whites at the Columbia. I waa eighteen day* on i'o»r of her,
and had a.arte.t long a<?o wi'.h tlie ncwa, hut failing sick. 1
n> prevented from caching here sooner.

Six men wno hud bceu sent on shore by the cap¬
tain were setze<l by the surviving Indians alter the
explosion una were tortured to death to the most
rlendish manner. Thus closed the history of the
Touqnin, leuvimr the little settlement ar. Astoria in a
most pitiable condition. Finally Uie company's snip
Beaver arrived with supplies, and the company
penetrated the Interior some distance; hut after en¬
countering terrible hardships and hostile Indians,
ami wasting away to a small number of men, the
wnole concern was sold to the Northwest Company
In isia ior $so,aoo. This left the entire fur business
in the iiHnds of the two great, rivals.tue Hudson
liny Company, which occupied all the country adja¬
cent, to Hudson Hay, and the Northwest Company,
operating In all tlie territory west ot Canada and
northwest of l.ake Superior. The traders and em¬
ployes of the two companies were constantly en¬
gaged in hostilities, which caused the loss of a great
many lives and tin* destruction of considerable pro¬
per^. until 1921, when ihe Hudson Bay Company
bo irhi out its competitor and assumed control of
the whole of British America.

1 During all till* period every attempt to settle ihe
agricultural di«tricts of the Northwest Territory was
opposed and defeated by the fur compnuies, who
feared injury to their trade by the introduction of
civilization into their country. The little colony
founded by Lord Selkirk at this place in
lsia was made the ob)ect of persistent op¬
pression and attack, which three times cf-
ected the destruction of the settlement and,
aft r killing many of the colonists, drove the re¬
minder in exiie to the Inhospitable asylum of Nor¬
way House, where they were compelled in self-pre¬
servation to engage in the fur trade. Finally Lord
Selkirk arrived with about loo disbanded soldiers as
colonists, re-established the settlement, and laid the
foundation of the present flourishing population of
Bed river.

COMPANY ORGANIZATION.
From the consolidation of the Northwest and Hud¬

son Bay Companies, in 1821, until 1858, the latter
organization held exclusive license overall of Bri¬
tish America and carried 011 the most, extensive fur
tradeof anv company in the world. It built two
larue sione torts, with massive bastions and numer¬
ous pieces oi artillery, 011 Red river, and established
posts nor, only 111 all parts of this country, from
Canada 10 the Vrctlc Sea, and from the Atlantic to
the Pacific, but also In the Sandwich Islands. The
fctocSUoldcrs, most of whom were men of disiln-
Kuisiicii rank and political influence in England, re¬
side I in thai country. The Coventor of the com¬
pany, sir titiorge Simpson, had ins headquarters at
I.acnine, nine miles from Montreal, and exercised

| Juriidiction over all the .several fur districts,
each of w tilth had it^ chief factor, who
administered the affairs of the district,
several chief traders aud numerous clerks

i and other employ s. The factors and traders shared
in the profits of the company, and once a year met
in con it. il ui Norway House, on hake Winnipeg, 10
consult upon the atlaits of the company. The
clerks, most of whom were young Scotchmen, re.
ceived u! res arernging about one hundred and
t>veu!.v-ii.e dollars aunuaily, and generally gradu¬
ated into traders or factors. Mr George Simpson
was sticcee led by. Governor Dallas, who established
ins hCHiiquartrrs at fort Carry, and was suct'eeKleu
by Governor Maciavish, who has ti^are so proml-
II, ma v 111 the h.te difficulties m t'ti- l'-n-Kory. Ships
lielo'iji'lug to tue compaoy m i" oyaue* itetweon
London and ^ ork lacton, <>u !1 1 -« »;i Hay: Van-
comer, ou the l'iiciflc, and tli* rsi'.d'vtch Islands,
bringing out provi -ions an 1 g>j"d* ;or tra > and car-
ryina to England cargoi.s or iur«. ih' - jpplles were
transfiorted oy dog trains, boat* a.vi .mjo« into the
most remote districts of 'be ¦: r -gions,
some of whose posts were -o 1 mote that
It took seven years for the profit* Us be realized on
the goods shlnpeu from l.ouaon to the - r -pectlve
points. 1 ntll lute years the government of the '-om
pan) had had little to superintend outside of its
commercial aOatrs, but as ttie Red iu?er settlement
increased new cxlgenvles ur ise, and a n> w /.. 'jime
was lnaugunted, inch, although In many respects
wi«e ao J uolt'ic, was revej'popular with the Caua-

dlnn, or old Northwest, eleni»nt on Rod rlTer. A
large portion oi ttie trade of ttie settlement remained
In iliy hands of the free traders*, or parties dlscon-
neeted with the company, and when the Hudson
Bay Company soucriit to dhchargo ttie trust of civil
government It proved extremely difficult to recon¬
cile t lie lur.ctidii leglidator and majrlntrate with
that of ttie chier trailer of the community.
The form of government thus established was very

simple. The settlements upon tl|£ Bed river, from
the international Boundary at Pembina to tne mouth
01 the river to Lake Winnipeg, and upon ttie Asslnl-
bolne for a distance oi sixty miles west of its junc¬
tion with the Rod river at Port Girrr, acquired a
civil organization under appointment of the llud-
nun Hay Company, winch ivih officially designated
as the "Colony oi Asslnibola." In the council thus
organized, consisting of the chief factor of Fort
Carry, who was acting Governor, the English and
Catholic bithops and nine prominent lnliabiiants,
all legislative power was vested, and live of
the councillor* were constituted magistrate*, holding
monthly courts in as many districts.the Council
sitting ocsa*loualiy as a court of appeal and for the
trial of persons ofiarzed with felony. At different
periods tnis criminal Jurisdiction was shared hy a
recorder. The revenue of tin; colony was received
Irom un Impost of lour per cent, levied impartially
on all j;oo Is, whether brought from England, Ca¬
nada or tho United States, and with no dl-Tiuiiua-
lion In lavor of the Hudson Kay Oompa'iy. 'ihe
company also, wltlilu the limits of Assmiboia at
least, was always ready to sell land at seven 'shillings
stcrllnK per acre, with literal periods of cr-;dlt and
low rates of Interest. Practically a large portion of
the people held whatever land they ch jse to occupy,

by sufferance of tho company, and the apprehension
of the disturbance of these possessory rlarhta under
Cauad an authority had much to do with the recent
outbreak.

THE TRANSFER.
In 1S57 a parliamentary commission, after an ex-

liaustive inquiry, teported that tho districts on the
Ked river and the Saskatchewan were suuable for
agricultural settlement, and expressed a trust that
there would bo no difficulty In effecting arrange¬
ments between her Majesty's governmont and the
Hudson's Hay Company, by which those districts
might be ceded to Canada. Tilts report was the
ata ring point ol Canadian agitation for tho cession
of what has been called tho "Fertile Belt" between
latitudes 4tf dcK. an i 60 deg., and embracing the Red
rivr and Saskatchewan valleys east of tho Rocky
Mountains, and the area on the western siope since

. oiganUed as British Columbia. The Canadian gov-
eruuieut despatched a party of exploration, under
the direct Ion of S. M. Dawson Esq., civil engineer,
and Professor J. Y. llinls, who devoted the
years ls&s-tf to a thorough survey of a
route Irom Thunder Hay, on Lake Superior,
to Fort Garry, and of the Red river and
Assimboine districts, adjacent to Minnesota, and
bacutah. Simultaneously tho Engllsti colonial
oillce despatched Captain John Palllsser upon an
exploration of practicable routes between Canada
and the Red River ¦eitlement, but chiefly of the
true nature ol the great prairie region watered by

i the Saskatchewan und its affluents, and of the com-
municatlons westward through passes of the Rocky

i Mountains wrli the British seaboard of tho North
' Pacific. The general results ol tneso explorations

wer unfavorable to the construction oi a railroad
i or other communication on British territory be-

tween Canada and the Winnipeg basin, nut mill-
J cui"d that the great plains oi Northern Minnesota

present the most direct and practicable route from
! Canada, as well as rrom the United States, to North-

west Hltttt America, it was ascertained that
, northwest of Minnesota tho country reaching from

the Selkirk settlement to the Roc:<y Muuu-
tains, and from latitude 49 to oa on the
longitude of ninety-four degrees and to latitude

j lllt.v-live decrees on the Pacific coast, ih a* favoiablo
' to grain an I animal production as any or the North¬

ern States; that the mean temperature for spring,
: summer aud autumn observed on the forty-second

, and lort y-third parallels m New York, Michigan and
Wisconsin has been accurately traced through Fort

' Snelllnir and the valley or tho Saskatchewan to lati-
j tude fluy-iive degrees on the Pacific coast; aud that

from the northwest boundary or Minnesota this
whole district of British America Is threaded In all

j directions by the navigable water lines which con¬
verge to i.afce Winnipeg. It was established that

: the sources of the Saskatchewan have au average
I elevation above the sea far less than In American

; territory; that the Rocky Mountains are diminished
in wultn. wmie tne pas.-,cs arc not diilicutt; that the

I supply ot rain is more abundant, and the carbonlfe-
I reus aud sliurlau formations of greater ex lent than

! further south; aud owing to the sreater influence of
i the Pacific winds through the mountain gorges and
1 the reduced altitude, that the climate Is no material

] obstacle to civilized occupation.
The Hkkald's readers are already perfectly fa-

miliar With all tho Incidents of the late ulilKrulty
I respecting the transfer of the Northwest Terrl-

I lorv to Canada; but It nmy not be generally uud'-r-
i stood that while the Hudson Bay 'v.-rt^iany has

sold to Canada, for £300,000 sterling, all us title to
Rupert's Laud, it retains the rij:ht to carry on its

: trauo Without hindrance in its corporate capacity,
and may, within t welve months oi the surrend r,
select blocks of land, to tne a^greaate amount ol
60,000 acres; and may, within fifty years alter tho
surrender, claim, lii any towesmp or district
within the fertile belt in which Ian. i is set out for
settlement, grants of land not exceeding onctweu-
tietli part oi ail the land so set oat. This leaves tho
Hudson Bay Company untrammel ;o 1 In all its legitl-
mate tur operations, which wil' '>e carried on as
before for a long time to < ome; i ut as Independent
lur trailers are rapidly lncrea l.ik throughout tho
Territory tne company's protlts are being

I diminished every ve.«r, and will eventually
i become so reduced is to break up the » jautic cor-

poratlou. The ret-ntlon of so much I.i'id by the
company Is in consequence of the Inevitable ter-

i minatiou of the company's tra .c, long since fore-
Mi by in managers, and tne period is i oi mr dis¬
tant when au entirely new policy will ,e adopted
toward the Indians throughout the entire North-
west Territory. When the company ceases to sup-

' port and control the tribes by its trade, and huu-
j oreds of unscrupulous, Independent adventurer*

' take the place ol' the present, abouilnablt system of
Hits ureal corporation Indian troubles ..re certuin
to arise, in British po sessions as well as iu ihe

: United Slates, and show how impossible is for the
: white and Indian races to live peaceably together. |

THE PUB REGION
is now limited In productiveness to the extreme
north, the occupation of tlie agricultural dts-
tricis by settlers and tlie indiscriminate

I slaughter of animals by adveniiuers having
rendered all valuable furs exceedingly
scarce rioutli of the fiftieth parallel. Mink
and the cheaper skins are sun collected in great

i number* within the limits of iho United Stales bat
i lor beaver, o'.ter, marten, fisher, moo^e and musk
| ox skins the trader and huntor Is now compelled 10

! penetrate the Arctic regions, where summer lasts but
j a few weeks and tne fur trappers encounter alt the

i terrible hardships of the frigid zone, fiie tur mule
l of the Sandwich Islands and Pacific coast, although

conducted by the Hudson Hay Company, is now
' separate ami distinct from that east of the Koeky

j Mouutains, having its own aovernor and set or otfl-
cials, and rarely communicating witli the eastern

I division. York Factory, on Hudson Hay, and Fort
Garry, on lted river, are the chlci depots oi the
company east of the mountains, Goods and pro-
visions come out from England in ships to York Fac-

| tory and Montreal, those by the latter route being
1 shipped by ml to St. Paul, Minn., and thence by

carts and the Ked river steamers to Fort
Garry. Here a large supply is always k<u>t on hand
In the company's stores for trade with tlto buffalo
hunters aud trappers of the Red Itiver and Missouri
districts, and e.xpedit ons are fitted out every soring! for the Saskatchewan, Mackenzie's river ana the
trading uosts beyond. At Norway House, the
northern extremity of Lake Winnipeg, the York
Factory expeditions meet and unite with those
from Fort Garry, but tne boats and uifn turn back
to their reaped ive starting places, while the goods
placed in the hands of a new party via Athabasca
and Great Slave Like to Mackenzie river. Here
another brigade rakes the goods, and they go, divid¬
ing off in numerous smaller expeditions as they ad¬
vance, penetrating every large stream, and Anally
reaching the extensive northern posts of tne com¬
pany on the Arctic Sea and In Alaska, 3.500 miles
north of Fort Garry. Twenty-five hundred nules north
or Fort Garry summer brings out rich grpss, bar-
lev is raided occasionally, and some of the posts cul¬
tivate a few vegetaDles. Pine and fir timber lines

i the bauks of the rivers, affording plenty of wood for
buildings and fuel, and game and flsli supply aoun-

d ant food, 'lhese two articles constitute almosM he
entire diet of the people there, it being impossible
to introduce tlour, except as a luxury for illness and
the Christmas feast, and mauy a trader lived a year
upon meat and fish alone.

THK TRAUIMC, POSTS
generally consist ot three or four large, substantial
fog buildings, one of which Is used ns a residence,
another as a store, another as a storetiouse, and an-
uiner for the accommodation of the Indians who
come in to trade. In the far north nearly
all of the Indians are collected in the vicinity of
these V°sts, leaving vast tricks of country
untrodden by man except when the hunting parties
are out. Bach post lias a few ludian* employed to
hunt game for the table, and in the beginning of
winter catches immense quant ities of white llsh lu
nets, whicn are piled up, frozen, like cordwood, aud
aflord food for tuo long frozen season. Mission¬
aries are also stationed ai many oi the po-ts, and
at Fort Simpson, a,200 mlt<>s north of Fort Garry,
tne Itev. Mr. Ktrkiey, assisted by his estimable wife,

i has erected an elegant chnrcn, with stained glass
windows, rich-toned bell and handsome Interior, at

; winch a large congregation of traders and Indians
1 assemble every Sunday. This gent Ionian a#id Ins

wife formed a portion or the party to which tl.e
writer belonged on bis trip across the Plains from
St. Paul to Fort Garry, and gave most interesting
accounts or Arctic Hie. He has oeeu slxtccu
years a r< ident oi these remote regions,
and has Just returnee to Ins po.-r, from
England, where lie went two years ago to
leave bis children at s hool. Alter lecturing on

! Krlttsh Amerl -a and its missions before immense
audiences in all the great halls of England he re-

I turns with his wiio to their Arctic homo at Fort
Minpsou. on ttackeaslo river, to spend nine years

! more lu the nii.s6i.on work. Itseemed linos t met edible
that this gentleman, of tlioro igh education, polished
address and rare oratorical powers, who might
comiuaud a higii position in the Church at home,

> should thus exilo himself from kindred, Children
and almostevcry comfort, and spend twenty-live
years of his life in the midst ot hardship and de¬
privation. Two and sometimes four years are re¬
quired for letters to go Iroai litiu to England aud
retu n. Only once a year does lie hear anything
from the outside world. Every y a. he goe-< out on
a trip to other posH, t avellitig In dog
trains and on snowshoes, and. with the offi¬
cers of Hie l'nr company, experiencing all tho
dangers aud suffering so thrilllngiy described in the
narratives of the most adveutt;rous Arctic explorers.
To the Individual whose knowledge of tho far North
is derived exclusively from the reports of explorerss,
it appears marvellous that men should regard lite
lu the Arctic regions with such satisfaction asuo

the distant trader* of the fnr company. I meet
hero at Port Garry every day gentlemen of educa¬
tion and coltur* who have apent years in trading in
the extreme North, and who talk of their extraordl-
nary experience with as nuie consciousness of hav-
ins accomplished nuyttumr peculiar as the canal
boatman tcits of his weekly tripa. .Several here
have beeu to the mrthest northern border Of the
continent, and think no more of a trip of two or
three thousand mile* with a dog train and snow-
shoes than the Eastern tnun does of visiting Chicago
by rail. A trip ulouo on foot iu winter of 600 miles
la oi common occurrence.

FUR TRAFFIC.
The gooda taken Into the fur region by the Hudson

Bay company consist of a superior class of blankets,
made expressly for them, auo-tantlal woollen and
cloth goods, prints, ribbons, cutlery, llour, sngar,
tea, nun, tobacco, guns, ammunition, traps, beads,
trinkets, Ac. All iliese articles are sold at the seve¬
ral trading posts at very small rates compared with
price* in the United States, many of thoin actually
selling at retail far north or Fort Garry lor less than
the same goods can bo bought in New York. The
Hudson liay Company 'a blankets are unequalled lu
warmth, durability and llgbtuess, and their tea, to¬
bacco and rum are ol excellent <iuailty. The com¬
pany's store sells to free traders and settlers the
same an to its own employes, and carries on a very
extensive trade. Lartro quantities of ammunition
ami tobacco are annually givt-n out In presents to
In.Hans trading with the company; and
in all Its dealings the most scrupulous
honesty Is maintained. If a cimk or
company fur trader were to cheat an Indian in
tratlic he would be immediately suspended and per¬
haps dismissed from the service. Tills policy, iu
avoiding the Indians blankets, tobacco and ammu¬
nition, a market for their furs, a shelter lu distress,
and honest dealing, without any interlerenoe with
the Indians' lands and hunting grounds, has ore-
served peaco during the whole occupation of the
country, and is probably the only system by which
Indians can be harmoniously treated with by the
whites.
In establishing a basis of values among the

Indians the fur company adopted the peculiar system
of nslng sxins as a sort of currency. For example,

a i>ea\er counted as one "skin," with a tixed value
a! tlie company's trud ng posts, which, however,
would be changed lrom time to time according
as the respective lur animals were scarce or
plentiful. A red fox or marten counted the same
as a beaver, but a olack fox counted as four
skins, while It would require two minks or ten musk-
rats to make a skin. This principle was carried out
resecting all furs in the far north, but the price
paid was entirely irrespective of the luliiuslc value
of the fur, the company paying bat very little more
for the most highly prized furs tliau for the moat
common. To Illustrate, the red fox, counted as one
skin, brought from one to two uollars in market,
while the mack fox, counted at only four skins,
would sell at irom seventy-Ave to one hundred dol¬
lars in market. The reason lor this was that if a
wide discrimination were observed in estimating the
value of lurs with the Indians the rich furs would
be hunted In preference to the ctiea,> ones and would
very Boon be exterminated. This rule, of course,
applied onlv in remote districts, where the company
had no competition and could always control pnecs.
Tiio Indians in Alaska have a regular bead currency,
with a generally recognized value among their
tribes, and the company in tradiug with tliem pur¬
chases for a haudlul of beads, cost.iug perhaps a
penny, fn. s worth many dollars in market. When
tno Indiau fur hunters come lu to tne posts with
lurs a great deal of luss and etiquette Is generally
observed on both sides. The Indians are daubed
with pamt and decked out with feathers, and ap¬
proach the post with nil the digulty of chiefs coming
to make a treaty. Each Indian receives a piece of
tobacco as a gut, and, finally, after considerable
strutting around, during which no allusion whatever
Is made to trade, the Indians bring in the furs and
commence business at the company's store. A
great many Indians, true to the spendthrift elemeut
in ail types of humanity, waste their,'gains on fancy
dress and luxuries, and when winter sets in arb
compelled to pari with gun and all other property
to support Hie, finding tueinselv- s poverty-stricken
and helploss when tlie hunting season commences
in spring. To most of such the company always
gives an outfit on credit each season, trusting to the
Indians' luck m trapping for pay, and as the com¬
pany makes its own prices on everything there 13 very
little ever lost by the plan. Hum is not an article
of traffic among tne Indians, It being sold only in
the settlements, and to the employes of the com¬
pany, except where opposition traders furnish
liquor to the tribes. Here, of course, the company
must do the same or lose furs. Wines, brandy, &c.,
in small nuan titles are also shipped out for the com¬
pany's officers and are supplied at very low rates.

MODES OF TRAVKL.
Tlie first peculiar means of conveyance met by

the traveller to the fur region consists of the Ked
Hiver curts, already briefly described iu the Herald,
but deserving of additional notice in this connec¬
tion. These quaint vehicles are generally con-
Kiruoted without a particle of Iron being used
about them in any form, and as the
axles are never greased their squeaking
and screeching make the roads travelled by them
hideous to the stranger. They are drawn by an ox
in shafts, with rawhide harness, and carry about
6oo pounds, one driver generally manages three or
four carts, and the expeditions between Red river
aud the butl'aio plains and St. Paul, lu Minnesota,
consist of from nrteen to thirty carts, organized Into
wiiat are called brigades. Dried hides are used to
protect Hie loads irom rain, and nothing can bo
more picturesque than a distant view of one ol these
brigade encampments on th ¦>. prairie, with its
corneal tents, red blankets and scattered groups
dressed in half Indian aitlre.
Prom fork Factory, on Hudson's Bay, and from

Port Garry peculiarly constructed boats, called York
boats, go out each spring In brigades with supplies
for the northern ports. These, as before described,
meet at Norway House, on the northern extremity of
J.alce Winnipeg, and receiving there the lurs brought
from the north return In the fall to their respective
starting places. They are about thirty feet loug,
high and sharp at each end, and carry from six to
eignt tons. Kight men are assigned to each boat as
oarsmen, and who not only have to drag these heavy
concerns around the many portages or rapids en¬
countered ou the route, but also carry the cargoes
In loo pound packs, by means ol a strap placed
across the forehead, supporting the pack on the
man's back. Halforeeds are generally employed lor
this purpose, and become In this work splendid spe¬
cimens of physical development. A square sail la
fitted to the boats for sailing wnen the wind is fa¬
vorable, and heavy storms In Lake Winnipeg are
sometimes ridden out In safety by these loug, nar¬

row, deep craft, w hen much more pretentious ves¬
sels would go to the bottom.

TilR KIRCH CANOE j
is the favorite mode of conveyance, and is brought !
to the highest state of perfection lu're. A trip Id
oao of the light crafts exceeds lu romance the most
fanciful sketch of hunter life. In the days of the old
Northwest Company a canoe started every year on
the 1st of April from the mouth of the Columbia
river, on the Facitic, arriving at Fort William, on j
Lake superior, on the 1st of July. Remaining there
until the 20th of that month, it would take Iih de¬
parture Tor the west again, reaching the Faciflc by
the 2oth ol October. From the raciQc to Montreal,
via tho Columbia river, the Saskatche van, Lake
Winnipeg, Lake of the Woods, Lake Hunerior, At.,
a cauoe would travel in loo days. The voyagers
signify their master by the name of Bourgeois.a
term handed down from the days of the French in
tho province of Canmla, and pay him the greatest
respect. If the shores are swampy the Bourgeois Is
carried to ills cauoe on the back of some
sturdy fellow generally appointed for the purpose.
He seats himself on a mattress somewhat low In tne
centre of his canoe, his sfun, tobacco, pipe and toilet
articles by his side, and perhaps a favorite spaniel
at his feet. No sooner is he at ease than the light
puddles are dipped and tho fragile cralt speeds
through the currents with surprising fleetness, while
yell upon yell lroni the half dozen paddlers express
their delight at starting, ir the current is favorable

a hundred miles will be travelled by nightfall. The
crew spring ashore, a roaring Are is kindled, supper
Is served, and alter a night or sweet repose, lulled by
the ripples among the reeds and lilies, at dawn the
voyagers are again up and away. Occasionally the
men relax their strokes and light their pipes, but no
sooner does IWe headway of me canoe die away than
they renew their labors and their chorus,
a particular voice being ever selected to
lead thd song, and the men juluing,
with pipes between their teeth, In the wan
rerrain. The guide conducts the march. At the
hour of breakfast they put ashore on some green
plot. The tea kettle is boiling, a gay mat spread
on the turf, and breakfast is despatched in twenty
minutes. At noon they put aground again. The
liquor can accompanies the provision chest. The lare
is spread In simple style, and lh twenty minutes
more the voyagers arc again on their dashing way
until twilight checks their progress. When it Is
practicable to make way In the dark, four hours is
the voyagers' ullowauee of rest; and. at times, In
boisterous lakes and bold shores, tliey Keep, for
days and night together, on the water. They
sing to keep time to their paddles, to keep off
drowsiness and fatigue, and because their buoy¬
ant spirits cannot help it. Through hardships
and dangers wherever their bourgeois leads
they will follow with alacrity and cheerfulness.
over mountains and hills, carrying the canoe
on their shoulders, along valleys and plains, through
pathless forests mid down foaming rapids. When
about to arrive at their destination tlie.v dress with
special care, put on their plumes and bead-vorkad
adornments, and raise the chosen song. Greetings
such as oulv the long separated members or the
brotherhood" of trappers and voyagers know are
heard on every naud, eacli addressing his comrade
as brother, and vieing lu expressions of affect on
and joy. The journey ended, tho crew give them-
selves to indulgence and ease, and crowd as much
pleasure us is attainable into their brief holiday,
until the bourgeois calls them uwuy totli cauoe and
the winding river again. j

DOfi TRAINS.
Next iu novelty of conveyance is the dog train, in

general use from the northern territories or the
United States to the Arctic Sea. These trains are
somewhat different from the Esquimaux trains, Hie
dogs being harnessed in single (lie, while
those of tne latter are driven abreast. Four
dogs constitute a good team. They are
ot no particular breed, all species of good
sized dogs beinif used. Must of the t aiu dogs
are hair wolf, and are as surly and vicious a set
of rascals its ever existed. The dog sledge consists
oi a thick plank, ab >ut a foot wide and ten feet long,
wuh the forward end turned up like a skate. A
dieted skm, resembling parchment lu appearance,

| is attached to this, very much liKe the upper leather
oi a laced shoe, aud the traveller, placing ins robes
Inside, gets In, and Is wrapped up as t gitrly and m
about the same manner as his foot would tie in au
English shoo. The btiggaire of the traveller in placed
at his back and the driver runs on snowslioes be¬
hind. The freight sledges consist of only a plank
curved at the end, without any covering. Most of
thedo:x trains have little bells and be.iotliully bead-
worked trappings, and when fully rigged iorui very

elegant turnout*. On the Journey <&.*«¦>only onco u <1 if, tb.it being at. night, wden eacU
animal is given about two poundH of
equal to four pounds of fresh meat. The aogs
get no water, but eat enow as a substitute. aud ^®pat nigtit among the drifts without any bed or covoi
Ing. tJometlmeB they are not uniiarneijaed on a trioIn consequence or their l ability to run WY
tuelr llerceuess wheu being harnessed up. The
driver carries a small whip composed of a stlUv
ahont two feet long, with a very heart rawhite
thong of the samo tenth, and several small pieces <>.
tn attached to the upper end of the stick wheretUa
iHnh l^ittacned. The driver always stops the train
and takes a dog out of harness betore flogging b in

make a £eat llugllng ana a- ttae dr long
i.nii>mi iiin hieilito he bus only to can a snu kiih. r>

. ho i/roiiud behind the s ed e, wltn wnitu uio
dnver liolds it back whenever descending
Into a hollow. When me travelling ^^ a'ul t o
dogs are liable to become disabled by thrice on "itn
crust, littlo moccasins are put upon their l«®1-
average rate or speed, with a lo id of 103 p mnus pet
don is [ortv miles per dav; but in an emergent,v.
With good -now. they can make seventy miles.
Journeys of many hundred miles are :uado wiUi
Kucli sledges In the depth of winter, and one baidly
knows w lilch to admire most, the power and me d
of Hie dogs or the endurance of the driver who runs
along behind. Very often at night, when several
do sledges are coupled together, the men sleeping
In their robes and blankets on the snow, Wine old
dog will rise up and let out a p: olongjil dismal liowl.

1 usi antly another Joins In, and in a few moments
everv dog will g"t up into a Bitting position and
unite in a chorus of howling, which, if not cuecke.I,
would soon mako a raving maniac of the
traveller. No pen can adequately describe it.
Tue doits are an article or traffic the same as horses
and sell at lroin five to twenty-five dollars itj iece,
according to quality, there being us much UUSerence
in the "willingness" and bottom of dogs as of
nurses.

TtlK SNOW SHOES
are already so well known that thev noed no elabo¬
rate description. Everybody in the Northwest 1< r-
ritory wears them In winter, and those accustoms I
to their use will make Journeys of hundreds of miles
witn iUcm! travelling at from thirty to lorty ml es
Der day The Norwegian snow shoe now being in¬
troduced into Minnesota by the Scand
frrunro ure verv d liferent from tne American snow
shoe and consist of a thin strip or wood about tour
Inchon wide ami tea teet long. This is turned uj> alittle in frout and has a piece or hog sk.n. with the
bristles' attached, fastened to the under part oi the
roar or the strip so as to prevent it from slipping
back. The Norwegian does not lift them
lroin the suriace of the snow, l,ut slides
tii(«m along as he travels, and when de-
seeSding a hiu he puts tuem to the same
use as the runners of a sleigh and glides down at
irre u snced He uses a pole to assist him In asc< nd-fnTenTnencefand can tiaveira^rwiththeseRfi-mliiirlv unwleldly runneis attached to his i i
than the Red River mau will With his light iudiau
snow shoes.

TOE FUR ANIMATE,
to the pursuit or which all this outlay. organUaMon,
Intellect and endurance are devoted, consist oi
reindeer, musk ox, moose, elk, bear; beaver, ottor,
fo\ woir wolverine, llsher, marten, ermln ., musk-rat,' Aa! whose habits are familiar to every na e
of natural history. The black fox skins are the most
valuable, 'these compose the imperial robes of
Russia, and sometimes bring as high as SlW a piece.
The red fox skins go to cnina, they being the royal
rur or that empire. The ermine caught in this coun¬
try is a small white wea-el, different lroin
the royal ermine of Great Britain, and Is
not a very valuable article. Kisher, marteu ami
minx are the most used Tor ladies' robes, aud are
collected in great numbers. Millions of mns^iat
skins are thrown into market every year, and many

a lady Days a large sum to tne fur dealers tor a set
or rat furs which cost eight or ten cents a skin, and
which are made up so as to resemble the more
vaiuable fu^ llere at ted River muskrat skins
bring from eight to ten cents a plcce, mink lroni
«.» 50 to $3 60, marten from $:i 50 to $5, llsher fromlb to Jtl, otter liom $3 to *4, and beaver from fl fio
to fJ These, of course, arc the prices paid by
traders to the hunters who bring the sk«ns in from
the Plains. The carefully assorted marten skins
lroin the iar north are worth from $7 to $15 a P^oo
in goldi and the same class of mink tromji.to.oh The fuiB are packed in bales ana
shipped In large assortments, the Hudson
Ilav Company sending all its furs t0Jinn where It has two great auction sales
each year. Russian dealers purchase more than any
Mh.ra«riiiMi' sales and supply the Russian and
Chinese demand

'

The UnlW States are supplied
nrmciDally by the independent fur traders, whoihin their furs via St. Paul to New ^ork. Long ex¬
perience Is necessary to qualify a man goodPudze ol furs, ana such individuals command liitfh
Dosltlons in the service of the company, lurs aio
assorted when first packed at the trading posts,
again when shlpued and again on their arrlv'1' 1
Loudon, the finest being selected from all lots, cate-
luiiy matched aud sold at very high prices.

1'HI! BUFFALO,
now rapidly disappearing from the country, has
lonir been an importaut item of the Hudson Hay
Oomnany's trade, and is still hunted to a considers,
bic extent. About forty thousand butfiilo robes go
from Kcd River luto the markets of the United
States and Canada every year, together with a much
larger quantity from the Missouri plains. None
or thes'- robes go abroad, but all are consumed in
the United States and Canada. Tho buffalo hunting

SaS'SKKW"
tIons of the meat, aud preserving only the skins,
yi'ihhi ufrnr iieinir dressed, are packed In bales and
shipped East. Tho favorite Indian method of butfaU)
hnTitifiiz is to drive the animals into an immenseSS&e of 8t35 and hushes planted on thon?ams and then shoot the frantic animals at leisure.Professor Hind, In his elaborate rei.ort of explora¬
tions 111 tue Saskatchewan district, gives the follow¬
ing graphic description of tho Indian hunt.

.'W ^passed through the camp to a pUce which
tho chief's son pointed ¦®d.t}J?cr® miioyellour tents. The women weie still empioyui
in moving the camp, being assisted in tlie
operation by large numbers of nogs, each dog liav-
injr two poles harnessed to lilm, on which Ills little
load of meat, pemmlcan or camp rurnlture was laid,
Alter another smoke the duet's son asked mi*,
through the Interpreter, ir 1 would like to sec the old
buffalo pound, In which t hey had bet-u entrapping
buffaloes during the past week. With a ready com-
pliance I accompanied the guide to a little valley
bet ween sand lulls, through a lane of branches of
trees, which are called "dead men," to the tcate or
trap of the pouud. A sight most horrible and dis¬
gusting broke upon us as wo ascended a sand dune
overhanging the little dell in which the pound was
bnllt. Within a circular fence, 120 feet broad, con¬
structed ol the trunks ol trees, laced with willows
together, and braced by outstdejaupoorts, lay tossed,
in every conceivable position, over two hundred
dead buffaloes. From old bulls to calves of three
mouths old, animals of every age were huddled
together In all the forced attitudes of violent death.
Home lay on their backs, with eyes starting from
their beads and tongues thrust out through clotted
g..re. Others were impaled on the horns of the old
ftrong bulla. Others again, which had been tossed,
were lying with broken backs two and three deep.
One little calf hung suspended on the horns of a bull
which had impaled It in the wild race round and
round the pouud. The Indians looked upon the
dreadful and sickening scene with evident delight,
and toW how sucli aud such a bull or cow bad ex¬
hibited wonderful feats of strength in the death
struggle. The flesh of many of the cows had been
taken from them and was drying in the sun on
stages near the tcnt& It is needless to say that the
odor was overpowering, and millions of large blue
flesh flies, hummingand buzztng over the putrefying
bodies was not the least disgusting part of the
spectacle. At my request the chiel's son jumped
into the pound aud with a small axe knocked
off half a dozen pair of horns which I wished
to preserve In memory of this terrible slaughter.
..To-morrow," said my companion, "you se>'
us bring in the buffalo to the new pound."
After the first "run," ten days before we arrived,
the Indians had driven about two hundred buffalo
Into the enclosure, and were still urging on tin;
remainder of the herd, when one wary old bull,
espying a narrow crevice which had not been closed
by the robes of those on the outside; whose duty It
was to conceal every orlllcc, made a tlash and
Droke the lence; the whole body then ran belter
skelter through the gap, and dispersing among thu
the sand dunes escaped, with tho exception of
eight, who were speared or shot with arrows as they
passed in their itiad career. In all 240 animals had
been killed In the pound, and it was its offensi ve
condition which led the reckless and waste¬
ful savages to construct a new one. This wits
formed Hi a pretty dell, between sand hills,
about half a mile from the tlrst, and load¬
ing from it In two diverging rows. Tuo
bushes they designate as "dead men," and which
serve to guide the buffalo when at. lull
speed were arranged. The "dead men" extended a
distance of four miles into the prairie, west of ami
beyond the sand hills. They were placed about
ility leet apart, and between the extremity of thu
robes might be a distance of from one and a hall' to
two ntiits. when the skilled hunters arc about to
bring in a herd of buffalo from the prairie tliey
direct the courso of the gallop of the ulaimed ani¬
mals by coniederatos stationed in hollows or sia iil
depressions, who, wiieu the buffalo appear incline t
to take a direction leading from the space marked
out by the "dead men," snow themselves f<>r a mo-
ment and wave their robes, immediately hiding
again. This serves to turn the buffalo slightly la
another direction, aud when ihj animals, having
arrived between the rows of "dead men,'' endeavor
to pass through theni, Indians, stationed here and
there, go through tne same operation, and thus
keep tue animals within the narrowing limits
of the converging lines. At tho entrance
to the pound there is a strong trunk
of a tree placed about one loot from the
ground, and on the inner side an excavation is made
sulllciently deep to prevent the buffalo from leaping
back when once in the pound. As soon as the
animals have taken the fatal spring they begin to

i gallop around and around the ring fence looking for
i a < liance of escape; but with tho utmost slleuce wo¬

men and children on the outside hold their robes
before every ordlce until the whole herd is brought
in. They then climb to the top of the fence, aid
with the hunters, who have followed closely in the
rear of t he buffaloes, spear or shoot with bows mid
arrows or firearms, at the bewildered animals,
rapidly becoming frantic with rage and terror,
within the narrow limits of til'; pound. A dreadful
sceue of confusion and slaughter then begins; the

¦ oldest aud strongest animals crush tue weaker, and

the shouts and screams of the excited Indiana rum
above the roaring of the bulls, the tjeitowiug of tu '
cows and ihe piteous moaning of tho calvea.Tiie dying struggles or so many huge anflpowerful animals crowded together create

a revolting ana terrihlo scene, dreadful from the ex«
cess of Its cruelty and wn -,te or life, but with occaJ
Btoiiul displays of wonderful brute strength ami
rajre; wtillo man, in Inn savago, untutored an<theathen mate, shows, both tn deed and expression;!how little he irf superior to tue noblo beasts ho soiwantonly and cruelly destroys.The lied Hlver hunter is scarcely less wild In hidchase or the buffalo, and with his mouth full or bul«lets he dashen in among tho animals, loading and'firing at full gallon with wonderful rapidity. Tbelskms taken troin the dead animals are scraped sott-
ened by rubbing ihe:u with thebralus of the buffalo,and when dry are packed, ten in a bale. In tlio
summer season the slum lire comparatively worth-1 esa; but nearly as many buffaloes aro lailed as in
winter to make

PKUMICAN 1

Che staple article of foo-l on the plains. Tbe meat is
cut from the carcass in long drieil In the sun
and then p uiKicI with Halls like those used ror
thrashing m ain until it is llnely pulverized. It m
then put into large sacks. made of tlie green buffalo
hide, and melted butfUlo fat poured into and stlned
ui> Willi the meat, until It becomes thoroughly
mixed. This gets very bard when <ir.v, and is eaten
raw or cooked In various styles. Fine puuimlcan is
made with considerable attention to choice of meat
and cleanliness, and the marrow of the bones is
used lnstea I of the tallow. No article of food con¬
tains more nourishment in proportion to w eight aud
bulk than pemmican, and u man cm carry enough
of li to sustain him on a march of a month. It la
not ver.v unpli isant, even at lirst taste, to the fastia-
lou ., aiid a utile roiv-ih life on the plains will very

I soon give u man a decide ''hankering" for it.
HOilANOB .if rRXl'l'BB LI IK.

In the sketch thus hurriedly given of the fur
' trader's occupation and -urroiiudings only the most
. prominent features 01 the subject can be delineated,

leaving it to the imagination of th** reader to till up
uiul color the picture. The branch of 111 rcantile

I pursuit which confines the trader to a residence of a
I series of years among savages in the distant wlida

: of Noi'ih America, may appear to some as a banish-
' ment rather than an appoiutmeot ol choice in search

of competency which 111 a variety of ways fortune
places more or loss within our reach; yet of the per¬
sons who have spent any porilou ol their years in

, these regions few aro known who do not look back
with a mixture of fowl remembrance and regret od
the scenes through which they have passed, prefer¬
ring the difficulties and dangers of tneir former pre¬
carious but Inde^endeu' habits 10 all the boasted
luxuries and restraints of polished society, in the

1 wilderness they spend a long, active and healthful
life, their tables are supplied with venison,
wild fowl and fish, and summer sunshine

; blossoms ami fruits and wiu er cheer fill
a large measure or content and happiness each

year, lu the frequency of their voyages the
diversity of landscape brings ample food forcontem-
plation and delight. The Indispensable discharge of
duties lu the thronged fori or bustling camp, domes¬
tic endearments, the making provision for the pass¬
ing day, the spoit of the guu aud fishing tackle, with

; the current cveut-i among the tribes, furuisn un-
I bounded variety to bauish untmppluess and ennui.

1 The company's chlet ottleers live In great comfort, If
! not luxury. Thev ramble at their pleasure, enjoythe merry dance' or tho pastime of some pleasing

game, the morning r.de and evening stroll on the
1 blossoming prairie and down by the willow-fringed

river, aud are every wliere treated with the utmost
deference and respect, i hey are the greatest men
In the land, aud 110 desires remain ungratlfied. Tl.e
building- of the company are neat and commodious,

1 eacu class being provided with separate abodes.
Even In the wildest district woman claims
and receives her due share of attention
and regard. Her presen' e brightens the solitude of

! many a lonely post, and her tender hand relieves
I many a pang ot trouble and sickness In the wilder¬

ness. Although de.-cended from aboriginal mothers
1 many of the females at the dlfierent establishments

, throughout the Indian country are as fair as the
generality of pure whites, the mixture of blood
being so many degrees removed lrom the savage as

j hardly to leave any trace, while their delicacy of
i form, their light and nimble movements and their

bright, black, sparkling eyes reader them objects of
no ordinary interest and attraction. They mako

! considerable progress in culture and refinement,
and acquire much of the ease and gracefulness of
fashionable circles.
The traders, from their constant intercourse with

Indians, make a free use of tobacco, mixing it as the
Indians do with a ceitain herb indigenous to the In¬
dian country. This, with their favorite beverage,I strong tea, constitutes their chief luxury, and
agrees well with their mode of life. But
whether it be the change of food,
habits or climate as the cause, longevity is seldom
known amoug tlieni after returning to civilized

I society: and very few of the hundreds who have
retired from the trade during the last half century,I .some with competency and some with moderate
fortunes, have lived to enjoy their hard-earned
wealth. Shut out for so many years from the busy
scenes of lne, tne fur trader is unpfepared for tha
wiles of designing persons, to whose devices he
easily lalls a prey; or perhaps he squanders his
means so profusely as to soon reduce him to penury.
1)11 tho other hand, should be be provident and

: saving, having spent most of his lite in a region
where money is so Uttlo used, and where he llvea
and roamed so long without it, be becomes disgusted
with a country where nothing can bo procured with¬
out it, and where its Influence is all-powerful. The
usages of refined society have no charms for him, and
he soon begins to pine aud sigh for days gone by never
to return. He foresees thai his wealth must be left
to persons who had no trouble in acquiring it, and
who will be consequently less scrupulous In spend¬
ing it, and his return to his eany home soon be¬
comes a source or blttor reflection Instead of
or pleasure. In line, whether the romantic life of

l the fur trader or the pecuniary prospects which
I such a career holds out to him are considered, it
I will i'G found from his own experience that the ad-

| vantages to be derived from it are by no means an
j adequate compensation for the hardships and prl-
1 vations he has to encounter and for the sacriflce he

j has made in renouncing so early In life the comforts
and privileges of bis native land.

CAN AMERICANS BUILD SHIPS?.IMPORTANT CORRECTIONS.
[From the Wilmington, (Del.) Commercial, Deo. 17.1The ships that now command tho commerce of the ocean
are oi a class that have never been built la this country, anil
in which, even with all the materials free of duty, our ship¬builders cannot compete with those of En/cland..at.u> YorkHerald,
Corrections of the above:.
Ftrst.Ships orccHely similar to those "that now

command the commerce of the ocean," can be built
in the shipyards of this city anv (lay in the year. We
have every modern and Improved tacility lor the work
Moreover, ships of a tonnage very nearly the aver¬
age ot the ocean steamers, have baen bnllt here, and
though intended for coast trade they are entirely fit
for sea service.
Second.Our shipbuilders can compete with those

of i:ngland, when the duty on foreign materials Is
remitted arid a corresponding drawoack allowed on
those ot home production. We have the written
statement of the linn who have built more iron ves¬
sels than any other in the United States that if Con¬
gress should see fit to give this relief.
The shipowner will not have reason to complain that he

cannot bare ships built e>[iial to thoae of any nation and at
as reasonable prices.
We quote also the statement of another of the Iron

shipbuilders of this city, who testified before the
Congressional Committee that
One thing is pretty clear.that if American butldere can

obtain their material at the same rates paid by the Kugllsband Scotch builders they will be able to compete with them
In building ships.
Now, these two firms, whose statements we have

thus quoted, and who say, that with the legislation
suggested our shipbuilders can compete with those
ol England, have built more Iron ships than the
combined productions of all the other establishments
In the United States. For certain classes of work
they have sometimes been successful In obtaining
contracts, when In competition with fore gn build¬
ers, and they have tin ned out work which will coin-
pave favorably with the best that Europe has ever
produced.

Will thet New York Herald and all other news¬
papers which fell or profess an intere-t In the re¬
storation of our shipping interests note these (acts r

COURT CALENDARS -THIS DAY.
OYKR ASI) TERMINER AND SUPREME COURT.

Circuit..Part l..Before Judge Cardozo. No Cir¬
cuit calendar.
supreme CotTitr.. I'art 2..Before Judge Van

Brunt..1*08. 1202. 1772, 6582, 1748, 2320, 3516, 1710,
1010, 950, 800, 1814, 1826, 1926,'i, 330, 1702, 1840, 6854,
I *18, 252*,', 7541.
supreme Court.special Term..Held by Judge

Brady. Demurrers.Nos. 1, 10,15,18,20,2(1. Issues
of law and fact.Nos. 146, 35, 15, 140, 32, 33, 13, 148,
149, 150, 152. 153, 154, 155, 156. 157, 158, 42, 60, 65, 84,
40. 93, »5.'£, 100. 107, 112. 122. 30, 43, 32.

| supreme Court.Chamulrs..Held by Judge
j Ingralitvm. opens at ten A. M, Calendar called at

; twelve M. Third Monday calendar.
Superior Court.Trial term..Part l.. Kerore

Judge Krecdinan..Xos. al6, 143, 191, 1043, 265, 97
307. 57, 93 471. 475. 335, 361, 73, 171, 275, 363, 449
4">1, 447, 163, 157. 455, 457. Part 2..Before JudgO
Spencer..Nos. 20«, 602, 003, 004, 262, 458, 653, 544,
560, 826, 120, 462, 78, 48, 672, 456, 512, 678, 270, 546,
254, 414, 500, 296. 38-!, 454, 350, 418, 670, 442, 1172, 112,! 394, 492, 326, 520, 116, 110, 316, 342, 341, 4-16, 402,
1^0>i,»476.
Common Pie vs.l'art l..Before Judge J. P.

Daly Nos. 270, 18, 10.>, 139, 169, 130, 400, 461, 241,
i M5>£, 161. 397. 31. i. 32", 6s, 2)7, 249, 365, 128, SoO,
; 296. 87, 319, 221, 403, 163, 246, 163, 425, 402, 278,

49.
Marine Cot rt.Trial Term..Part 1..Before

! Judge dross.Nos. 6118, 4492, 4515, 4540, 4007, 4592,
409;;, 4597, 4599, 4039, 4H)0, 4001, 4002, 4603, 4604, 4606,4006, 46J8.
Marine Court..Part i..Before Judge Alkcr..1 Nos. 4,»T) 1217, 43 ;0, 431)0, 4477, 4508, 463), 4637, 4550,j 456S, 4577, 4578, 4587, 55iS, 4639, 4590, 4501, 4594, 4o96,

4>K6.
over \ni> Terminer..Before Judge Cardozo..

> The People vs. Michael Kerrigan, Stephen Terhunc,John Sailor. William Kellly, Charles Jones Jones
i and Frederick Lee, robbery; Joseph Murrav, John
i 1!. Williams and James Thompson, burglary; Wil-
j Uaia Kgan and Joliu C. Cormick, felonious assault

and battery; John Jones, William Mai tin and (Jeorgo! .iohuson, grand larirny: John C. Burnell, embezzle-
1 ment; June tjuigley, David D. Thomas, Annie Morau,

I Robert Stanley ami James Cam, larceny from the
per on.

Thirty miles ol the grade or tho Green Bay and
i I.uku l'epiu Railroad, between Fort Howard anc

Wolf river, have boeu completed and acocpteot
I The road bed is fourteen feet in width.the wtdua
' lu the State.


